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Directions:
In this Test you will read four texts. Each text is followed by 5-10 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task.. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.
Questions 1 through 5 refer to Text 1.

Text 1: “A piste of the action”

The Rocky Mountains, which border the USA and Canada, are a major venue for skiers and lovers of winter sports. The ranges are huge (the peaks average 3,350 m above sea level) and they cover some 3,220 km2 from central New Mexico to the north-eastern British Columbia.

The southern Rockies include some of the most famous ski centres in North America such as Vail, Aspen and Telluride. Colorado ski country attracts around eleven million skiers annually – 20 percent of the total number of skiers in the USA.

The ski slopes of Colorado, a sunny state known for its powder snow, are among the most difficult in the world. Over half of Vail’s 193 runs are ‘advanced’. There’s snowboarding here as well as downhill skiing. High-speed chairlifts for four and a number of other lifts and gondolas can take visitors to the top in record time.

Colorado has a long season. You can usually ski from late November to mid-April, depending on the weather. Mother Nature is helped by snowmaking machines. To use them, however, temperatures must be cold enough to create the correct mixture.

At the northern end of the Rockies, 120 km north of Vancouver, is North America’s number one ski resort – Whistler-Blackcomb. Whistler has 7,071 acres of skiable terrain which are served by fifteen different types of lifts and gondolas taking 30,000 skiers per hour onto the mountains. Whistler has five base stations, including a European-style village with restaurants, bars, hotels, condominium apartments and shops.

Canada has a reputation of being a cold country but because Whistler is not far from the Pacific Ocean, temperatures stay quite mild. Even in the middle of winter, temperatures don’t often fall below -15ºC.

Questions (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C or D)

1. The Rocky Mountains border

A. the USA and Canada.

B. North and South America.

C. The USA and Mexico.

D. New Mexico and British Columbia.

2. What are Vail, Aspen and Telluride?

A. famous ski resorts in the northern Rockies

B. famous towns in Colorado

C. famous ski resorts in British Columbia

D. famous ski resorts in the southern Rockies

3. Why are the ski slopes of Colorado difficult?

A. because of the mixture of artificial snow

B. because there’s snowboarding and downhill skiing

C. because many of its runs are ‘advanced’

D. because it takes a long time for skiers to get to the top

4. What makes Colorado’s ski season so long?

A. snowmaking machines

B. the cold weather

C. Mother Nature and the weather

D. snowmaking machines and the cold weather

5. Which of these is not true about Whistler-Blackcomb?

A. it has fifteen different types of chairlifts and gondolas

B. it has the lowest temperatures in Canada

C. it has a European-style village with lots of amenities

D. it’s one of the biggest and best-equipped resorts

Questions 6 through 10 refer to Text 2.
Text 2: “Japan and U.S. Candy Venture”

A well-known U.S. candy company was interested in selling its product overseas. The company found a possible partner based in Tokyo, Japan. The Tokyo company seemed to be perfect for the deal. After many phone calls between the two parties, a decision was made to meet in Tokyo. The U.S. company chose one of their businessmen, Mike Waller, to represent it in Tokyo. He was the company’s most persuasive negotiator.
Before Waller left the United States, he and the company lawyer worked together to write a detailed contract for the deal. The contract was fifty pages long. The deal would be advantageous for both companies. It promised big profits.

Waller left for Japan with the contract. He was pleased with his careful preparation. He thought his future partners would be satisfied with his work and would be ready to bargain about the details in the contract. He had studied their company interests and was sure they would want to change a few conditions in the contract. He planned to agree to those changes as concessions. He was certain the meetings would result in good negotiations and a quick final agreement.

On the day of the meeting in Tokyo, Waller entered the boardroom with copies of the contract for the Japanese businessmen at the meeting. He handed them each a copy and began discussing the details. The representatives of the Tokyo company didn’t open their contracts. They didn’t discuss the contract at all, but instead spoke about general business issues. They spoke about the proposed cooperation between the two companies but they didn’t make any promises.

Waller then went back to the United States. He felt extremely surprised and disappointed. The Japanese businessmen had never asked him one question about the contract. No agreements or commitments had been made. He wasn’t even sure if there would be another round of negotiations.

Questions (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C or D).

6. In what country did a well-known U.S. company find a possible partner?

A) in the USA;

B) in Japan;

C) in Canada;
D) in Australia.

7. What was the U.S. company interested in?

A) in discussing general business issues;

B) in buying candy;

C) in selling candy;
D) in writing a detailed contract.
8. How did the two companies first communicate with each other?

A) via email;

B) via telephone;

C) via mail;
D) via SMS.

9. Why did the U.S. company decide to send Mike Waller to Tokyo?

A) he could persuade the Japanese colleagues;

B) he could cause the most serious problems;

C) he was the least persuasive negotiator;
D) he could speak foreign languages.
10. Did the two parties reach an agreement?

A) they failed to reach an agreement;

B) they managed to reach an agreement;

C) they didn’t try to reach an agreement;
D) they couldn’t reach an agreement.
Questions 11 through 20 refer to Text 3.
Text 3: “The Mozart effect”
Music is not just entertainment. It is medicine for both the brain and the body. Don Campbell is an expert on The Mozart effect and the incredible power of music. He says that all kinds of music, from Mozart to jazz, from Latin to rock can affect our learning and our health.

Many people use music to help them feel relaxed after a busy day at work. Music can also reduce the stress of being ill, especially by reducing pain. The director of Baltimore Hospital says that thirty minutes of classical music has the same effect as ten milligrams of the painkillers Valium.


Campbell also says that music can help you concentrate but you need the right kind of music for your mood. And you need to listen for about ten minutes before you start studying. Perhaps your mind needs relaxing or maybe you are tired and you want to feel more energetic. So you should choose the appropriate music to help you. You can use many different kinds of music to help you concentrate. Mozart’s music is very popular, however, because it is very organized and it makes your brain more alert and imaginative.

Music helps you to study better and it can also actually make you more intelligent. In one study, students who listened to Mozart before doing a test got much higher marks than those who didn’t. Many studies also show that children who learn to play a musical instrument before the age of twelve have better memories for the rest of their lives.

Questions (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, — if it is false)
11. Music is good for our bodies and brains.

12. Don Campbell studies the incredible power of music.

13. Don Campbell loves Mozart music.

14. Music helps many people to relax after work.
15. Many hospitals use music to help with pain.

16. Listening to music before you study is a bad idea.

17. Only Mozart’s music helps you to study.

18. The students listened to Mozart for fifteen minutes before doing the test.

19. Music can make you cleverer.

20. It’s a good idea for children to learn to play a musical instrument.
Questions 21 through 30 refer to Text 4.
Text 4:
Any list of the greatest thinkers in history contains the name of the brilliant physicist Albert Einstein. His theories of relativity led to entirely new ways of thinking about time, space, matter, energy, and gravity. Einstein’s work led to such scientific advances as the control of atomic energy, even television as a practical application of Einstein’s work.

In 1902 Einstein became an examiner in the Swiss patent office in Bern. In 1905, at the age of 26, he published the first of five major research papers. It provided a theory explaining Brownian movement, the zigzag motion of microscopic particles in suspension.

The second paper laid the foundation for the photon, or quantum, theory of light. In it he proposed that light is composed of separate packets of energy, called quanta or photons, which have some of the properties of particles and some of the properties of waves. The third paper contained the “special theory of relativity” which showed that time and motion are relative to the observer, if the speed of light is constant and the natural laws are the same everywhere in the universe. The fourth paper was a mathematical addition to the special theory of relativity. In 1916, Einstein published his general theory of relativity. In it he proposed that gravity is not a force, but a curve in the space-time continuum, created by the presence of mass.

Einstein spoke out frequently against nationalism, the exalting of one nation above all others. He opposed war and violence and supported Zionism, the movement to establish a Jewish homeland in Palestine. When the Nazis came to power in 1933, they denounced his ideas. He then moved to the United States. In 1939 Einstein learned that two German chemists had split the uranium atom. Einstein wrote to President Franklin D. Roosevelt warning him that this scientific knowledge could lead to Germany developing an atomic bomb. He suggested the United States begin its own atomic bomb research.

Questions (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, — if it is false)
21. Einstein’s primary work was in the area of engineering.

22. Television is one of the inventions mentioned in the passage as a practical application of Einstein’s discoveries.

23. According to the passage, Einstein supported the Jews.

24. Einstein was born in the United States.

25. “Brownian movement” is the basis of the theory of relativity.

26. Einstein was a citizen of Switzerland and the United States.

27. Albert Einstein was one of the most brilliant thinkers in history.

28. According to Einstein, time and motion are absolute to the observer.

29. In the text, the word “exalting” most nearly means humiliation.

30. According to Einstein, light is composed of separate packets of energy called quanta.

