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Reading Comprehension Test for 9th Form Students
Directions:
In this Test you will read four texts. Each text is followed by 5-10 tasks. You should do the tasks following a text on the basis of what is stated or implied in that text. For each task you will choose the best possible answer from four possible answers (A, B, C, or D), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.
Questions 1 through 5 refer to Text 1.

Text 1:
A young man was called up for army service, but he didn’t want to become a soldier. When he went for his medical exam, he pretended that his eyesight was very bad. The doctor pointed to the eye chart on the wall and said, “Please read the top line”. “The top line of what?” the young man asked. “The top line of the chart”, the doctor replied. “What chart?” the man asked. “The one on the wall,” the doctor said. “What wall?” the man asked. Finally, the doctor decided that the man’s eyes were not good enough for army service. That evening the same young man was at a movie when another man came in and sat next to him in the dark. When the lights went on, the young man saw that his neighbour was the eye doctor who examined him earlier. Immediately he said, “Excuse me, ma’am, but does this bus go to Main Street?”

Questions (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C or D)

1. The young man was called up...
A. to be a medical student;

B. because he had bad eyesight;

C. to be a soldier;

D. to take an exam.

2. The young man could not read the top line of ...

A. the chart; 

B. the exam; 

C. the wall; 

D. the service.

3. According to the doctor the man could not join the army because the young man ...

A. was pretending to be blind;

B. had bad eyesight; 

C. went to a movie;

D. took a medical exam.

4. The doctor’s neighbour ...

A. didn’t recognize him;

B. was on a bus; 

C. didn’t see the movie;

D. was examined earlier.

5. The young man asked the doctor ...
A. if the bus goes to Main Street;

B. where the bus is;

C. about the movie; 

D. if the doctor is a lady.
Questions 6 through 10 refer to Text 2.
Text 2:
Glossary: pebble – галька, бруковий камінь; boulder – валун, брила.
In the late summer of that year we lived in a house in a village that looked across the river and the plain to the mountains. In the bed of the river there were pebbles and boulders, dry and white in the sun, and the water was clear and swiftly moving and blue in the channels. Troops went by the house and down the road and the dust they raised powdered the leaves of the trees. The trunks of the trees too were dusty and the leaves fell early that year. We saw the troops marching along the road and the dust rising and leaves, stirred by the breeze, falling and the soldiers marching and afterward the road bare and white except for the leaves.

The plain was rich with crops; there were many orchards of fruit trees and beyond the plain the mountains were brown and bare. There was fighting in the mountains and at night we could see the Hashes from the artillery. In the dark it was like summer lightning, but the nights were cool and there was not the feeling of a storm coming.

Questions (on your answer sheet circle the correct letter A, B, C, or D)
6. The pebbles and boulders in the river were ...

A. green and smelly;

B. grey and dry;

C. white and dry;

D. brown and muddy.

7. After the troops left, the road was ...

A. bare and white with the exception of falling leaves;

B. brown and damp because of the leaves;

C. beautiful and magnificent;

D. blue beside the river.

8. The house on the river was within sight of ...

A. a dry valley;

B. a lake and a large forest; 

C. a market and a hotel; 

D. the mountains.

9. The fighting on summer nights ...

A. was confusing in the rain;

B. was scary in the fog; 

C. looked like lighting.

D. was entertaining beside the hotel.

10. In the plains there were many ...


A. old farmers; 


B. crops and orchards;

C. lakes;

D. rivers.
Questions 11 through 20 refer to Text 3.
Text 3: 

Glossary: entangle – зв’язувати; ado – суєта; nibble – гризти; ensnare – спіймати, meagre – худий, виснажений
A lion was sleeping in his lair when a mouse mistakenly ran over the mighty beast’s nose and awakened him. The lion grabbed the frightened little creature with his paw and was just about to crush him when mouse began pleading for mercy and declared that he had not consciously intended to offend the lion. Moreover, the mouse sought to convince the lion not to stain his honorable paws with such an insignificant prey. Smiling at his little prisoner’s fright, the lion generously let him go.

Now a short time after this occurrence the lion was caught in a net laid by some hunters while roaming the woods in search of prey. Finding himself entangled in rope without the hope for escape, the lion let out a roar that resounded throughout the entire forest. Recognizing the voice of his former savior, the mouse ran to the spot, and without much ado, began nibbling the knots that had ensnared the lion. In a short time he freed the noble beast and thus convinced him that kindness is seldom wasted and that, no matter how meagre a creature may be, he may have it in his power to return a good deed.

Questions (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, — if it is false)
11. The mouse was brave because he could run over a lion. 

12. The mouse tried to tell the lion that he hadn’t done it on purpose. 

13. The lion let the mouse go because he thought the mouse would help him in return.

14. The lion thought it funny that mouse was scared.

15. The lion was searching for a mouse when it got caught in a net.

16. At one point the lion thought he was doomed.

17. The lion wanted to test the mouse’s kindness by being trapped.

18. The mouse untied the knots to set the lion free.

19. They were both equally grateful for the saving each other’s lives.

20. The moral of the story is that all people should like each other. 

Questions 21 through 30 refer to Text 4.
Text 4: In Washington, D. C., 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue is a very special address. It is the address of the White House, the home of the president of the United states. Originally the White House was gray and was called the Presidential Palace. It was built from 1792 to 1800. At this time, the city of Washington itself was being built. It was to be the nation’s new capital city. George Washington, the first president, and Pierre Charles L’Enfant, a French engineer, chose the place for the new city. L’Enfant then planned the city. The president’s home was an important part of the plan. A contest was held to pick a design for the president’s home. An architect named James Hoban won. He designed a large three-story house of gray stone. President Washington never lived in the Presidential Palace. The first president to live there was John Adams, the second president of the United States, and his wife. Mrs. Adams did not really like her new house. In her letters, she often complained about the cold. Fifty fireplaces were not enough to keep the house warm! In 1812 the United States and Britain went to war. In 1814 the British invaded Washington. They burned many buildings, including the Presidential Palace. After the war James Hoban, the original architect, partially rebuilt the president’s home. To cover the marks of the fire, the building was painted white. Before long it became known as the White House. The White House is one of the most popular tourist attractions in the United States. Every year more than 1.5 million visitors go through the five rooms that are open to the public.
Questions (on your answer sheet circle + if the statement is true, — if it is false)
21. The White House was originally gray. 

22. James Hoban was a French Engineer.

23. It took ten years to build the Presidential Palace. 

24. George Washington lived in the White House first.

25. Mrs. Adams complained about the cold.

26. The United States and Britain used to be enemies.

27. Pierre Charles L’Enfant won the design contest.

28. Britain invaded Washington.

29. After the war, not all of the White House needed to be rebuilt, but it did need to be partially rebuilt.

30. All of the White House is open to the public to visit.

