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The early American feminist, Cady Stanton, found an ally in Lucretia Mott, an ardent abolitionist, when the two met in 1840 at an anti-slavery conference in London. Once the conference began, it was apparent to the two women that female delegates were not welcome. Barred from speaking and appearing on the convention floor, Cady protested by taking other female delegates with them. It was then that Cady Stanton proposed to Mott a women’s rights convention that would address the social, civil and religious rights of women. The convention had to wait for eight years, when the two organized the first women’s rights convention, held in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848.

At the meeting, Cady Stanton presented a “Declaration of Sentiments”, based on the Declaration of Independence, and listing 18 grievances against male suppression of women. First, married women had no right to their children if they left an abusive husband or sought a divorce. Second, if a woman was granted a divorce, there was no way for her to make a professional living unless she chose to write or teach. Third, women could not testify against their husbands in court. Then, married women who worked in factories were not entitled to keep their earnings, but had to turn them over to their husbands. When a woman married, any property that she had held as a single woman automatically became part of her husband’s estate. In addition, single women who owned property were taxed without the right to vote for the lawmakers who imposed those taxes – one of the very reasons why the American colonies had broken away from Great Britain.

Convention attendees passed the resolutions unanimously with the exception of the one for women’s suffrage (the right to vote). Only after an impassioned speech in favour of women’s right to vote by Frederick Douglass, the black abolitionist, did the resolution pass. Still, the majority of those in attendance could not accept the thought of women voting.

At Seneca Falls, Cady Stanton gained national prominence as an eloquent writer and speaker for women’s rights. Years later she declared that she had early realized that without the right to vote, women would never achieve their goal of becoming equal with men. Taking the abolitionist reformer William Lloyd Garrison as her model, she saw that the key to success in any endeavour lay in changing public opinion, and not in party action. By awakening women to the injustices under which they laboured, Seneca Falls became that catalyst for future change. Soon other women’s rights conventions were held, and other women would come to the forefront of the movement for political and social equality.
Miністерство освіти і науки, молоді та спорту України

III етап Всеукраїнської учнівської олімпіади з англійської мови
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, YOUTH AND SPORTS OF UKRAINE

STAGE III NATIONAL STUDENTS OLYMPIAD
IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Listening Comprehension Test
For 11th form Students

Student’s Booklet

Do not open this booklet

until advised by the teacher

Dictionaries are not allowed

Directions: In this Test you will carefully listen to a text read aloud twice. The text is followed by 15 tasks. You should do tasks 1 through 7 following the first reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. The text will be read a second time and you should do tasks 8 through 15 following the second reading of the text on the basis of what is stated or implied in the text. For each task you will choose from four possible answers (a, b, c, or d), or two symbols (+ or -) as specified prior to each task.. Choose the best answer and mark the letter or symbol of your choice on the Answer Sheet.

Section 1. True or False Statements (+/-). Listen to the story and decide which of these statements are true and which of them are false. Mark your answers on the Answer Sheet.

1. Cady Stanton was an ardent abolitionist.

2. In 1840 an anti-slavery conference was held in Paris.

3. The first women’s rights convention was held in Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848.

4. A “Declaration of Sentiments” was based on the Declaration of Independence.

5. Frederick Douglass was the white abolitionist.

6. Cady Stanton gained national prominence as an eloquent writer and speaker for women’s rights.

7. Other women’s rights conventions were never held.

STOP WAIT FOR THE SECOND READING OF THE TEXT

Section 2. Multiple choice. Listen to the story and decide which of these statements are true and which of them are false. Mark your answers on the Answer Sheet.

8. According to the text the agenda of the first women’s rights convention wasn’t supposed to include … 
A. civil rights.
B. the right to self-defence.
C. social rights.
D. religions right.
9. It follows from the text that the American colonies broke away from Great Britain because … 

A. lawmakers levied taxes in the US.
B. property was under taxation.
C. they paid heavy taxes without a right to vote.
D. they owned property without taxation.
10. The text states that among existing women’s rights the “Declaration of Sentiments” mentioned the right … .

A. to grant a divorce.
B. to become a professional teacher.
C. to leave their children.
D. to keep their earnings.
11. It is clear from the text that in Seneca Falls the convention attendees were … 

A. unanimous.
B. against women’s right to vote.
C. in majority made.
D. all abolitionists.
12. According to the text Cady Stanton followed the example of … .

A. her own.
B. Lucretia Mott.
C. Frederick Douglass.
D. William Lloyd Harrison.
13. Seneca Falls is the part of … .

A. New York.
B. London.
C. Paris.
D. Washington.
14. Women’s suffrage is … 

A. the right to vote.
B. the right to their children.
C. the right to divorce.
D. the right to testify against their husbands in court.

15. What document listed 18 grievances against male suppression of women?

A. the Declaration of Independence.
B. the Bill of Rights.
C. the Constitution of the US.
D. the Declaration of Sentiments.
Glossary:
ally – союзник;

ardent - палкий; ревний;
 abolitionist - прихильник скасування (обмежень, закону тощо); аболіціоніст
bar – перешкоджати; забороняти;
grievance – скарга;
abusive husband - чоловік, який вчиняє злочинні дії стосовно дружини;
attendee – учасник;
unanimously ​– одноголосно;
endeavour - намагання; зусилля
