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Вступ
Читання іноземною мовою як комунікативне уміння та засіб спілкування є, поряд з усним мовленням, важливим видом мовленнєвої діяльності та найбільш розповсюдженим способом іншомовної комунікації, яким учні середньої школи мають оволодіти згідно з вимогами чинної програми та Державного стандарту з іноземних мов. В історичному плані читання виникло пізніше усного мовлення, проте на його основі, і стало важливим засобом спілкування та пізнання. Завдяки читанню, яке робить доступною будь-яку інформацію, передається досвід людства нагромаджений у найрізноманітніших сферах трудової, творчої, соціально-культурної діяльності. 
Уміння читати дає можливість випускникам школи у своїй подальшій роботі та навчанні користуватися літературою на іноземній мові для пошуку інформації за фахом, задоволення своїх читацьких чи творчих інтересів, удосконалення умінь усного мовлення і т. ін.

Читання іншомовних текстів розвиває мислення учнів, допомагає усвідомити особливості системи іноземної мови і глибше зрозуміти особливості рідної. Інформація, яку отримує учень з іншомовних текстів, формує його світогляд, збагачує країнознавчими знаннями про історію, культуру, економіку, політику, побут країни, мову якої він вивчає. Велика розумова робота, котра виконується читцем з метою проникнення у зміст тексту, розвиває мовну здогадку, самостійність у подоланні мовних та смислових труднощів, інтерес до оволодіння іноземною мовою.

Читання залишається оптимальним засобом розвитку та контролю суміжних мовленнєвих умінь та мовних навичок, що дозволяє оптимізувати процес засвоєння учнями нового та використання вже вивченого фактичного мовленнєвого та мовного матеріалу.
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Tom’s Family

     This is Tom’s family. They are mother, father, sister and brother. Tom has a grandmother and a grandfather. He hasn’t got an uncle and an aunt. His mother is a doctor. Her name is Ann. His father is a doctor too. His name is Nick. His grandparents are pensioners. Tom’s sister is a little girl. She is not a pupil. Tom is 11. He is from Great Britain. They live in London. They are friendly.

І. Now you’ll have degree or disagree (+ or -)

1. This is Ann’s family 
2. They are from Ukraine 
3. Tom hasn’t got an uncle 
4. His mother is a doctor 
5. His father is a doctor too 
6. His name is Andrew 
7. His grandparents are pensioners 
8. His sister is a pupil 
9. They live in London 
Legend «Тhe two Frogs»

     Once upon a time there lived two frogs. Once they fell into a pot of cream. They could not get off the pot. So they swam round and round in the cream. “Oh, this is the end of my life”, – says one of them. It stopped to swim and died. But the second frog swam and swam and bit the cream with its little feet. The cream became a ball of butter. The frog jumped on the ball of the butter and got out of the pot. 
I. Check your facts:

1. Once two frogs fell into a:
a) basket
b) jug
c) pot of cream

2. So they:
a) played
b) jumped
c) swam
3. The cream became:
a) water
b) snow
c) a ball of butter

4. The frog jumped on the
a) chair
b) floor
c) ball

II. Open the brackets.
Once two frogs (to fall) into a pot of cream. It (to stop) to swim and (to die). The cream (to become) a ball of butter. The frog (to jump) on the ball of the butter.


III. Guess the words.
F(4)_______   P(3)_______  C(5)_________  B(4)________ B(6)___________

IV. Write correctly.
Tubret_______________
File_________________
Labl________________
Top_________________

V. Find the words with double letters.
Ll,     Ff,       Pp,      Ll,       Tt

VI. How can you explain the last sentence?
Reading books
I enjoy reading books. I'm lucky: we've got a big library at home. I like to read about sports and sportsmen. I'm reading an interesting story about hockey now. My father likes to read about football. He has got a lot of books about this game.

My sister is fond of animals. She likes to read about them. She has got books with  funny stories and fables about animals. I gave her a present yesterday – a very  interesting book about animals at the Zoo. The are a lot of funny stories in it.

My mother is interested in history. So, she spends her free time with a book on  history.

 I. Are the following statements true or false? 

CARD 1.

1. The boy enjoys reading.

2. He is reading an interesting story about football now.

3. He gave his sister a present – a book about animals at the Zoo.
CARD 2.

1. They have got a big library at home.

2. His father likes to read about tennis.

3. His mother is interested in English.
CARD 3.

1. He likes to read about history.

2. His sister is fond of animals

3. Reading is his family's hobby.
II . “Complete the dialogue”
CARD 1.

A: Hello, … ! Nice to … !

B: … .A: Do you have any … ?

B: Well, I am fond of … . Do you like … ?

A: … . I have got a collection of … .
CARD 2.

A: … ! I know you have got a … .

B: Well, I collect … .

A: That's … ! Will you show me … ?

B: … . And what is your … ?

A: … .
CARD 3.

A: What do you like doing … ?

B: … . And … ? Do you have … ?

A: Well, I'm … .
Tea Party

Mrs. Hooking asked some friends to tea. She decided to make a cake. She is an excellent cook. So it is going to be a marvelous cake. Her dog Ram was watching her carefully. He always watched when she cooked. Mrs. Hooking finished making the cake half an hour ago. She put the tea things on the table. She was just going to give Ram his unusual meal when the doorbell rang, she went to open the door. While she was talking to the guests in the hall, the dog was eating nice cake!

Mrs. Hooking asked some friends to
a) dinner, 
b) tea,
c) picnic.
She decided to make a
a) cake, 
b) pie,
c) picnic.
She is an excellent 
a) teacher, 
b) cook, 
c) driver.
So it is going to be a 
a) wonderful, 
b) marvelous, 
c) beautiful cake.

3. Виправте помилки та запишіть вірно.

1. Her dog Ram was watching her carefuly.

2. She put the tea thinks on the table.
Mark Twain in France

    Mark Twain, the famous American writer, was travelling in France. Once he was going by train to London. That afternoon he was very tired and wanted to sleep. He therefore asked the conductor to wake him up when they came to London. But first he explained that he was very heavy sleeper. “I’ll probably protest loudly when you try to wake me up, he said to the conductor. But do not take notice, just put me off the train anyway.”

    Then Mark Twain went to sleep. Later, when he woke up, it was night-time and the train was in Paris already. He realized at once that the conductor had forgotten to wake him up at London. He was very angry. He ran up to the conductor and began to shout at him. “I have never been so angry in my life”, Mark Twain said. 

    The conductor looked at him calmly. “You are not half as angry as the American whom I put off the train at London”, he said.

I. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

1. Where was Mark Twain travelling?

2. What town was he going to?

3. What did he ask the conductor?

4. In what town did Mark Twain wake up?

5. Whom did the conductor put off the train”.
Let’s Go Shopping in Norwich

    Norwich is the most important city of East Anglia and of course it has a large shopping centre for the area surrounding it. It also has to cater for the tourists who are attracted to the city by such places as the cathedral, museums and castle. 

    Unlike many cities, where small specialized shops have been replaced by very large stores and supermarkets, Norwich still has very different shops. 

    One of the most unusual must be the mustard shop. As its name says, it sells nothing but mustard, and there are as many different kinds as it is possible to imagine. It has a mustard museum, which describes the history of Colman’s mustard. The Colmans were a famous Norwich family who started a mustard-making business over 150 years ago. 

Then there is the outdoor market, which its coloured small shops, where you can buy everything from books to bananas. 

I. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

1. Where is Norwich situated?

2. What attracts tourists to the city?

3. What is the most unusual shop in Norwich?

4. Who started mustard-making business in Norwich?

5. Is there any outdoor market in Norwich?

James Cook 

    James Cook was a great English sailor who discovered many new lands and gave them English names. James Cook was in a small village near the sea. When the boy was seventeen, he worked in a shop. At that time James decided to be a sailor. He went to a small town in the south of England, got work there on a ship and learned his profession. After he worked for some years on different ships, James Cook joined the navy. He explored the coasts of England, crossed the Atlantic Ocean and explored some rivers in Canada.  

    In 1768 Capitan Cook sailed from England to the Pacific Ocean on a small ship. For many months the sailors did not see land. One day they came near some islands. They were the islands of New Zealand. Capitan Cook found a strait between the two islands that was called “Cook Strait”

    In April 1771 the sailors saw a new land and found a place where they could stop. It was Australia. That part of Australia was named New South Wales as it was very much like Wales in Britain. After that the ship visited the island of New Guinea and in 1771 came back to England. Capitan Cook died in 1779 on the Hawaiian Islands. 

 I. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

1. When did Cook decide to be a sailor?

2. What did he explore in Canada?

3. Where did Cook sail in 1768?

4. What lands did Capitan Cook visit?

5. What is called by his name?

About the Tiger
    Once some Englishmen who were in India went on a journey through the forest. On the way back they found a little tiger not more than two weeks old. They took the tiger and when they came to their tent, they tied it with a rope to the pole in the middle of the tent. The little tiger liked the place and played with the rope. The men stood round him and watched. 

    Two hours later when the men were at supper they heard the roar of a big tiger. The little tiger heard it and too and changed at once. It began to pull at the rope. The next minute a very big mother tiger jumped into the middle of the tent. The mother tiger caught the little tiger and pulled the rope. Then she turned to the door of the tent and jumped out. The people in the tent could not speak for some time. They were very frightened. 
 I. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

1. Where did this story happen?

2. Whom did the Englishmen meet?

3. What did they do with the tiger?

4. What happened two hours later?

5. Is it a good or bad final of the story?

Sport is Important


It is very important to find time to do sport. People who work long hours need to do some physical exercise, especially if they work in an office or spend a lot of time sitting down.


Sport is good for your heart. Of course, you must not do too much and you must follow your doctor’s advice. When you exercise, your muscles need more oxygen and so your heart has to beat faster. You have to exercise regularly and slowly at first. Your muscles get better and your heart gets stronger.


Some people are shy to do sport because they are fat. Your weight has nothing to do with physical exercise. There is always something that you can do. You can have a medical check-up if you prefer but you needn’t if you don’t want to. Exercising helps you to slim. Try swimming, for example.


It is a great pleasure to rest but it is more important to do some exercising. Try to find a gym near your work or near your home so you don’t have to travel far. You mustn’t become lazy. That is bad for your health. Sport is also a way of relaxing! It stops you thinking about your problems and helps you to sleep better.
I. Answer the following questions using your own words.

1. Why do people need to do physical exercises?
2. How do you have to exercise?
3. Why is sport good for your heart?
4. Do you do any physical exercises?
5. Is there a gym near your house?
Leaving Home


Jo did not want to move. She loved Cambridge and she liked her school there. She had a lot of friends and she enjoyed meeting up with them in the city centre at weekends. When it was time to leave, Jo was sad. Her parents put the last things into the car and they were ready to go. Jo looked at her small house. She went into the garden to say goodbye to her favourite tree. She loved that tree which had brought her so much joy. Her heart was heavy and she cried silently because she did not want her parents to see that she was so unhappy. Jo got into the car and looked back at the house for the last time as her father drove away. She had sweet memories of that house and its garden where she had played as a child. What was she going to discover in her new town? Would she like her new home? Everything was black and Jo was too sad to think. She slept for more than two hours.


The car stopped in front of a very large old building with big iron gates. Mr. Skelly opened the car door and looked at the house with a smile. He was content because they had arrived at their new home. Jo got out of the car and walked towards the garden. It was enormous. The house was big too, but Jo thought it was cold and grey. 

I. Answer the following questions using your own words.

1. Did Jo love Cambridge?
2. Why was Jo sad when it was time to leave?
3. How did her new house look?
4. Did she like it?
5. Have you ever moved to another place?
The Sailor and the Monkey

    A ship stopped at the coast of the South Africa. One of the sailors left the ship and went to a town near the coast. He had some blue caps made of wool and he wanted to sell them in the town. The sun was hot and the sailor decided to have a rest in the forest. He sat down, took one of the caps out of his bag and put it on his head. He slept for some time. 

    When the man woke up, he took his cap off and wanted to put it into his bag with other caps. But he saw that there were no caps in it now. Where were they? Then the sailor heard a great noise in the trees above his head. He looked up and saw monkeys, and each monkey had a blue cap on his head!

    “Give me back my caps, you monkeys!” he cried. But the monkeys did not listen to him. They only jumped from tree to tree and made a great noise. So the sailor drew very angry. He took off the blue cap, threw it on the ground and cried: 

    “You have taken all my caps! You can have this cap too!”

    The monkeys saw him do that. Then each monkey took off the cap and threw it on the ground. The sailor picked up his caps, put them into his bag and went to town. 

I.  Answer the following questions using your own words.

1. Why did the sailor go to town?
2. What did he do in the forest?

3. Why were there no caps in the forest?

4. What did the sailor do to get his caps back?

5. Where did the story happen?

The Novel Which Made Daniel Defoe Famous

    Daniel Defoe travelled much and wrote many books. One day he met a sailor who told him this story. 

    “Some years ago a man whose name was Alexander Selkirk worked on a ship as a sailor. The captain of the ship did not like him. One day, when they were near a small island in the middle of the sea, the captain was so angry with Alexander that he decided to leave him on that island. There were no people on that island and Alexander lived for more than four years. One day he saw the ship near the island. The sailor needed drinking water and the ship sailed to the island. They took Alexander on their ship to England”.

    Many London newspapers wrote about Alexander Selkirk, but time passed and people forgot his story. 

    When Defoe was sixty years old, he decided to write a novel about the life of a man on the island where there no people. When the novel was published it made Defoe famous. The story of Robinson Crusoe is known all over the world.

I.   Answer the following questions using your own words.
1. Who was Robinson Crusoe’s prototype?

1. Why was Alexander left on the island?
2. How much time did he spend here?
3. Who saved Alexander?
4. How old was Defoe when he decided to write a novel about Alexander?
About Boxing

Boxing is a sport going back to the days of ancient Greece where it was an important part of the Olympic Games.

The Olympics were help during the hottest part of summer and the boxers were rubbed with oil to limit perspiration. Their hands were with heavy leather strips often loaded with lead or iron. So fighters were often maimed for life. There were no rounds and no time limit — the men fought until one of them conceded defeat.

The sport passed from Greece to Rome but after the fall of Rome it was unknown in Europe until the 18th century. James Figg introduced gloveless fighting in England and opened a boxing school in London. He built an amphitheater with a square space roped off for the fighters. Figg didn’t believe in rest periods and a fight continued without stop until one man had obviously won.

Level A. Write down the translation of the story.

Level B. Write down the translation of the text and the following word combinations.

... often maimed for life ... .

... to limit perspiration ... .

... loaded with lead or iron ... .

... conceded defeat... .

Level C. Finish the following sentences.

James Figg didn’t believe ... .

After the fall of Rome ... .

The boxers were rubbed with ...

The men fought... .

Their hands were bound ... .

In Greece boxing was ... .

There were no ... .

Level D. Write down the report / composition “About Boxing”.
Skiing
    Skiing is one of the most popular sports in the world. According to recent estimates, about one hundred million people ski regularly or occasionally.

Sliding across the snow on skis is also one of the most ancient methods of transport known to man. It has been demonstrated that men were already travelling across the snow by means of primitive skis before the invention of the wheel. 

    In the Asiatic region of Altai and in Scandinavia, for example, the remains of skis have been found which date back to 4,000 BC. Further evidence is supplied by ancient cave paintings which depict people skiing, and a Norwegian saga which tells the story of an invasion of its territory 8,000 years ago by a tribe of skiers who came from the north.

     Nowadays, skiing, apart from being a sport, has become a big industry and a notable feature of leisure culture. Ski resorts and all the activity that they generate are the main source of wealth in many mountain regions, which were previously remote and inaccessible. And far from its once elitist image, skiing is now enjoyed by an increasingly broader spectrum of society.

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a) How do we know that primitive men travelled across the snow by means of skis?

b) How has this sport benefited mountain regions?

2. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? 

a) Primitive skis were invented before the wheel.

b) You need to have a lot of money to go skiing.

3.  Choose a, b, or c, in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 
1. Sliding across the snow on skis...

a) is the most ancient method of transport.

b) is the most popular means of transport.

c) is one of the oldest forms of transport.

2. It has been demonstrated that...

a) people from Altai invented skis.

b) people travelled across the snow on skis from 4,000 BC.

c) skiing was the most popular sport between 4,000 and 2,000 BC.

Boys and Girls
    Boys tend to play outside, in large groups that are hierarchically structured. Their groups have a leader who tells others what to do and how to do it, and resists doing what other boys propose. It is by giving orders that high status is negotiated. Another way boys achieve status is to take centre stage by telling stories and jokes, and by challenging the stories and jokes of others. Boys’ games have winners and losers and elaborate systems of rules that are frequently the subjects of arguments. Finally, boys are frequently heard to boast about their skills, likes and possessions, and argue about who is best at what.

    Girls, on the other hand, play in small groups or pairs. The centre of a girl’s social life is her best friend. Within the group, intimacy is key: differentiation is measured by relative closeness. In their most frequent games, such as jump rope and hopscotch, everyone gets a turn. Many of their activities (such as playing with dolls) do not have winners or losers. Although some girls are certainly more skilled than others, girls are expected not to boast about it, or show that they think they are better than the others. Girls don’t give orders: they express their preferences as suggestions, and suggestions are likely to be accepted.

1. Answer the following questions using your own words: 

1. What do boys frequently argue about?

2. Why does everybody get a turn in girls’ games?

2. Are the following statements true or false? 

1. Boys often boast about their abilities: ________
2. Girls’ activities are highly competitive: ________
3.  Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct: 
1. Boys gain leadership by 

a. caring and sharing

b. voting democratically

c. giving orders.

2. Boys often argue about

a. their skill, likes and possessions.

b. who wins and loses.

c. playing with dolls.

3. Girls usually play

a. in big groups.

b. in twos or not very large groups.

c. chess because they don’t enjoy playing hopscotch or jump rope.

4. Girls

a. never boast about their skills.

b. do not often boast about their skills.

c. are more skilled than boys.
The Christmas Man 
        Last Christmas was a very difficult time for me. My family and all of my close friends were back home in Florida, and I was all alone in a rather cold California. I was working too many hours and became very sick.



I was working a double shift at the Southwest Airlines ticket counter, it was about 9:00 P.M. on Christmas Eve, and I was feeling really miserable inside. There a few of us working and very few customers waiting to be helped. When it was time for me to call the next person to the counter, I looked out to see the sweetest-looking old man standing with a cane. He walked very slowly over to the counter and in the faintest voice told me that he had to go to New Orleans. I tried to explain to him that there were no more flights that night and that he would have to go in the morning. He looked so confused and very worried. I tried to find out more information by asking if he had a reservation of if he remembered when he was supposed to travel, but he seemed to become more confused with each question. He just kept saying, AShe said I have to go to New Orleans. After much time, I was able to at least find out that this old man was dropped off at the curb on Christmas Eve by his sister-in-law and told to go to New Orleans, where he had family. She had given him some cash and told him just to go inside and buy a ticket. When I asked if he could come back tomorrow, he said that she was gone and that he had no place to stay. He then said he would wait at the airport until tomorrow. Naturally, I felt a little ashamed. Here I was feeling very sorry for myself about being alone on Christmas, when this angel named Clarence MacDonald was sent to me to remind me of what being alone really meant. It broke my heart. 
5. Find in the text words or expressions that have the following meanings: ill : 
         person: 

         money: 

2. Answer the following questions according to the text. 
a. Why was the writer feeling miserable? 
b. Why was the old man at the airport? 
c. Where  did the old man have his family? 
d. Why  could not the old man come back tomorrow ?
The Pencil Box

    I was deep in thought at my office, preparing a lecture to be given that evening at a college across town, when the phone rang. A woman I had never met introduced herself and said that she was the mother of a seven-year-old and that she was dying. She said that her therapist had advised her that discussing her pending death with her son would be too traumatic for him, but somehow that didn't feel right to her.

    Knowing that I worked with grieving children, she asked my advice. I told her that our heart is often smarter than our brain and that I thought she knew what would be best for her son. I also invited her to attend the lecture that night since I was speaking about how children cope with death. She said she would be there.

    I wondered later if I would recognize her at the lecture, but my question was answered when I saw a frail woman being half carried into the room by two adults. I talked about the fact that children usually sense the truth long before they are told and that they often wait until they feel adults are ready to talk about it before sharing their concerns and questions. I said that children usually can handle truth better than denial, even though the denial is intended to protect them from pain. I said that respecting children meant including them in the family sadness, not shutting them out.

    She had heard enough. At the break, she hobbled to the podium and through her tears she said, "I knew it in my heart. I just knew I should tell him." She said that she would tell him that night.

The next morning I received another phone call from her. She could hardly talk, but I managed to hear the story through her choked voice. She had awakened him when they got home the night before and quietly said, "Derek, I have something to tell you." He quickly interrupted her, saying, "Oh, Mommy, is it now that you are going to tell me that you are dying?" She held him close, and they both sobbed while she said, "Yes."

After a few minutes, the little boy wanted down. He said that he had something for her that he had been saving. In the back of one of his drawers was a dirty pencil box. Inside the box was a letter written in simple scrawl. It said, "Good-bye, Mom. I will always love you." How long he had been waiting to hear the truth, I don't know. I do know that two days later the young mother died. In her casket was placed a dirty pencil box and a letter.
1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a. What did the therapist advice the young mother?

b. What did the writer advise her?

2. Are the following statements true or false? 

a. The young mother attended the writer’s lecture. 
b. The young mother did not tell her son about her situation. 
3 Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct 
1. When the writer was preparing a lecture

a. A man came to visit her.

b. A woman came to visit her.

c. A woman telephoned her.

2. The lecture that the writer was going to give included information on

a. Children without parents.

b. Sad children living in pain.

c. Abandoned children.

3. The writer recognised the person at the lecture because

a. She introduced herself.

b. She was very weak and was accompanied by two people.

c. She was dressed in blue.

The Importance of English

    British or American, the language is basically the same, and its global stature is backed up by

massive English-language training programmes, an international business that in textbooks, language courses, tape cassettes, video programmes and computerized instruction — is worth hundreds of millions of pounds or dollars to the economies of the US and the UK. The English language is now one of Britain’s most reliable exports. In the ironic words of the novelist Malcolm Bradbury, it is an ideal British product, ‘needing no workers and no work, no assembly lines and no assembly, no spare parts and very little servicing, it is used for the most intimate and the most public services everywhere. We call it the English language ...‘ Dr Robert Burchfield, former Chief Editor of the Oxford English Dictionary, has remarked that ‘any literate, educated person on the face of the globe is deprived if he does not know English’.

    The first level of the global sway of English is to be found in those countries, formerly British colonies, in which English as a second language has become accepted as a fact of cultural life that cannot be wished away. In Nigeria, it is an official language; in Zambia, it is recognized as one of the state languages; in Singapore, it is the major language of government, the legal system and education.

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a. Is the teaching of the English language worth a lot of money?

b. According to Bradbury, what is the difference between the English language and traditional industry?

2. Are the following statements true or false? 

a. Dr. R. Burchfield is not the Chief Editor of the Oxford English Dictionary currently. _

b. Malcolm Bradbury is a novelist that works at an assembly line. _

3. Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 

1. The English Language
a. is a good source of money for UK and USA.

b. is not a good source of money for UK and USA.

c. is a good source.

2. The English Language

a. has not been accepted in the British colonies.

b. has been accepted in the British colonies.

c. has become obsolete in the British colonies.

3. The English language is an official language

a. in Zambia and Singapore.

b. in Nigeria.

c. in Nigeria and Zambia.

4. Dr. Robert Burchfield

a. is not a novelist.

b. works for the OED.

c.worked for the OED.
The Нот Dog

    In its home country of Germany, the hot dog was called the frankfurter. It was named after Frankfurt, a German city.

    Frankfurters were first sold in the United States in the 1860s. Americans called frankfurters “dachshund sausages". A dachshund is a dog from Germany with a very long and short legs. "Dachshund sausage" seemed like a good name for the frankfurter.

    Dachshund sausages first became popular in New York, especially at baseball games. At games they were sold by men who kept them warm in hot water tanks. As the man walked up and down the rows of people, they yelled, "Get your dachshund sausages! Get your hot dachshund sausages!" People got the sausages on buns, a special bread.

    One day in 1906 a newspaper cartoonist named Tad Dorgan went to a baseball game. When he saw the men with the dachshund sausages, he got an idea for a cartoon. The next day at the newspaper office he drew a bun with a dachshund inside — not a dach​shund sausage, but a dachshund. Dorgan didn't know how to spell dachshund. Under the cartoon, he wrote "Get your hot dogs!"

     The cartoon was a sensation, and so was the new name. If you go to a baseball game today, you can still see sellers walking around with hot-water tanks. As they walk up and down the rows they yell, "Get your hot dogs here! Get your hot dogs!"

1. The special bread used for a hot dog is a _________

a. sausage 
b. bun

c. dachshund

2. Another word for TO SHOUT is to_________

a. name 

b. game

 c. yell

3. A line of objects or people is a_________

a. row     b. game     c. cartoon

4. Large containers for water or other liquids, sometimes made of metal, are called_________

a. tanks     b. sellers      c. cartoonists

5. A funny drawing is a_________

a. cartoonists       b. frankfurter      c. сartoon
Beautiful Day, Isn't It?

    The day started out rotten. Mary overslept and was late for work. Everything that happened at the office contributed to her nervous frenzy. By the time she reached the bus stop for her homeward trip, her stomach was one big knot. As usual, the bus was late – and jammed. She had to stand in the aisle. As the lurching vehicle pulled her in all directions, her gloom deepened.

    Then she heard a voice from up front boom, "Beautiful day, isn't it?" Because of the crowd, she could not see the man, but she heard him as he continued to comment on the spring scenery, calling attention to each approaching landmark. This church. That park. This cemetery. That firehouse. Soon all the passengers were gazing out the windows. The man's enthusiasm was so contagious she found herself smiling for the first time that day.

    They reached her stop. Manoeuvring toward the door, she got a look at their "guide": an older gentleman with a beard, wearing dark glasses and carrying a thin, white cane.

1. Answer the following questions using you own words. 

a. Did Mary have a good day?

b. When did Mary first smile?

2. Are the following statements true or false? 

a. The voice speaking on the bus was a woman’s voice.

 b. The passengers on the bus did not care about the person speaking. 

3. Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct 
1. Mary arrived at work

a. One hour late.

b. Late.

c. Later than usual.

2. The bus was

a. late and full of people.

b. On time but full of people.

c. Late and empty.

3. The person speaking on the bus

a. Made all the passengers on the bus angry and bored.

b. Was talking about a relative.

c. Made all the passengers happy and interested.

4. The person speaking on the bus

a. was blind.

b. was young.

c. was old.
Who Won?

    I saw a beautiful example of kindness in 1968 during the Special Olympics track and field meet. One participant was Kim Peek, a brain-damaged, severely handicapped boy racing in the 50- yard dash.

    Kim was racing against two other athletes with cerebral palsy. They were in wheelchairs; Kim was the lone runner. As the gun sounded, Kim moved quickly ahead of the other two. Twenty yards ahead and 10 yards from the finish line, he turned to see how the others were coming. The girl had turned her wheelchair around and was stuck against the wall. The other boy was pushing his wheel chair backward with his feet. Kim stopped, went back and pushed the little girl across the finish line. The boy in the wheelchair going backward won the race. The girl took second. Kim lost. Or did he? The crowd that gave Kim a standing ovation didn’t think so.

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a) How many competitors were there in the race?

b) Why did Kim stop to go back?

2. Are the following statements true or false? 

a) Kim won the race. _____
b) Kim was in a wheelchair. _____
3.  Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct.

1. The participants in the race were

a) two boys and one girl.

b) three boys.

c) two girls and one boy.

2. The athletes in a wheelchair were

a) one.

b) two.

c) three.

3. Kim finished

a) in the first position.

b) in the second position.

c) in the third position.

4. The crown thought that Kim

a) was stupid.

b) did not like races.

c) behaved in the noblest way.

Children for whom school has no point

    Many children do not go to school either because their parents want them at home as carers for siblings, or simply because their parents cannot be bothered to send them. Thousands more are not registered at any school at all, because of their families' unstable lives.

    Underlying this dreadful situation there are two central truths. First of all, the problem of children not going to school often has more to do with their parents than with the children themselves. Secondly, once children go to school, we need to make sure that the experience is a positive one so that they want to keep on going.

    In Britain, the Ministry of Education has introduced a complex package of sticks and carrots to persuade schools to bring truants' and excluded children back into the classroom. It is paying grants so that a thousand schools can set up special units to help these children. Schools receive the grant if they bring a target number of children back to school; if they do not meet the target, the grant is withdrawn. Parents are the subject of this campaign, too: the Home Office has introduced fines for parents who fail to send their children to school, and has given the police power to pick up truants on the streets.

'truant = a child who does not go to school when he or she should.

1. Answer the following questions using your words. 

a) Why do many parents not send their children to school?

b) How are the authorities trying to solve this problem?

2. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? 

a) The problem of truancy is mainly a matter of obedience.

b) Іt is very hard to persuade children that if they go to school, they will be able to get a job.

3. Choose, a, b, or c, in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 

1. According to the text, there are thousands of children who...

a) stay at home doing the housework.

b) live in stable families_

c) are not registered at any school.

2. Part of the problem is...

a) that people feel very emotional.

b) that there are not enough police to pick up truants on the streets.

c) that these children think education is a waste of time.

3. The Ministry of Education will take away a school's grant if...

a) they do not reach their objectives.

b) they meet their targets.

c) children escape from school.

4. The Home Office...

a) will give money to parents to send children to school.

b) will punish parents who fail to send their children to school.

c) has given powers to the police to pick up parents.

British Food - Best in the World 

A British restaurant that serves bacon and egg ice cream has been voted the best place in the world to eat in Restaurant magazine’s list of The World’s 50 Best Restaurants. The Fat Duck restaurant, which was runner-up last year, claimed the coveted top spot. Owner and head chef Heston Blumenthal opened his restaurant ten years ago and soon developed a reputation for highly experimental and unorthodox dishes. The menu includes leather, oak and tobacco chocolates, sardine on toast sorbet, snail porridge, and mousse dipped in liquid nitrogen. He is self-taught and has pioneered the art of “molecular gastronomy” - experiments with chemistry, physics, food and flavour that result in unique and unusual taste combinations. 
    Nearly 600 international restaurant owners, chefs and journalists participated in the poll to rank the best restaurants worldwide. A further thirteen British restaurants made it onto the elite eateries list, four in the top ten. This gives the home of fish and chips an unusual reputation as a culinary paradise. Britain is infamous for its bland and uninspiring food, which is scoffed at by the more sophisticated palates of its French neighbours. However, it seems the tide is turning:      France had only eight restaurants in the top fifty and London was named in March by Gourmet magazine as the Gourmet Capital of the World. Ella Johnston, editor of Restaurant magazine, said British people are now “becoming more adventurous eaters”. 

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 
a) Did Blumenthal go to a cooking school in the past? 

b) How does Blumenthal get these original tastes? 

2. Are the following statements True or False? 
a) The head chef studied at a French cooking school: _________ 

b) All the judges that participated in the poll were British: _________ 

3.  Choose a, b, or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 
1. Last year, the restaurant mentioned in the text was voted 

a) in the third position. 
b) in the second position. 
c) in the first position. 

2. Tobacco is important in this restaurant because 

a) you can smoke it. 
b) you can eat it. 
c) you can chew it. 

3. Great Britain has always been famous for 

a) its bad food. 
b) its good food. 
c) its good cuisine. 

4. Ella Johnston is a: 
         a) journalist 

         b) cook 

         c) customer.
 Arnie Wants Mexican Border Closed 

Arnold Schwarzenegger has called for the USA to “close the borders…all across Mexico” to combat illegal immigration. The tough-talking California Governor was volunteering his views his on making America safer in front of hundreds of reporters at the Newspaper Association of America convention. An aide was quick to jump to his rescue and clarify his comment. In her impromptu effort at damage limitation, Arnie’s press secretary Margita Thompson explained that what Arnie really meant was that he wants the borders better policed, not closed: “He wants to make sure that our borders are secured so that we don't have illegal entry.” 
Schwarzenegger was answering questions at the NAA convention and described border security as a “lax situation” He stressed the need for tougher measures: “it is just unfair to have all those people coming across and have the border open the way it is.” He also lamented the fact that individual American states had little control in immigration matters. Outraged Democrats were quick to pounce on Arnie’s gaffe. Fabian Nunez warned Arnie should “ratchet down this rhetoric and retreat from this narrow-minded approach to immigration.” Nunez intimated the Governor’s ideas resembled those of “political extremists, not rational policy-makers.” 

1. Answer the following questions using your own words.

a) What does Arnie want to do with the border? Why? 

b) Has his opinion been accepted? Why? 

2. Are the following statements True or False?

a) He wants the borders closed to combat drug and people trafficking. 

b) Arnie believes American states should have more control over immigration. 
3. Choose a, b, or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 
1. Arnold was giving his opinion about immigration to 

a) his colleagues in Hollywood. 
b) the press. 
c) the immigrants. 
2. Arnie’s words were 

a) quite unfortunate. 
b) fortunate. 
c) very fortunate. 
3. Arnie wants the border 

a) blocked. 
b) better controlled. 
c) less controlled.  
4. The Democrats were 

          a) very happy to hear Arnie’s opinion. 

          b) very sad to hear Arnie’s opinion. 

          c)very angry to hear Arnie’s opinion. 
Scotland: a Land of Contrasts

    Scotland provides superb opportunities to enjoy wild and grand scenery which is even more impressive than the postcards suggest. It also offers towns and cities with a rich cultural life, a good mix of accommodation and places to eat and drink. Friendly and welcoming, it is an interesting and colourful all-season destination, where landscapes and the environment, sport and leisure pursuits, heritage and history, culture and cuisine are all part of a rewarding experience.

    The best reason for choosing to go on holiday to Scotland is this: is one of the last places inside the crowded and frenetic European Union where it is possible to be alone isolated countryside. This is not to say that Scotland, like everywhere else, does not have its tourist traps, its crowded roads or its popular beauty spots. But it is relatively easy to escape from them. 

    It would be a mistake to think that Scotland is merely an extension of England. Indeed, no attitude is capable of causing greater offence to the Scots. They successfully resisted English attempts at domination for seven hundred years, and many differences between the two countries persist. Scotland's history, embodied in its castles, battlefields, and ancient links with France, Flanders and Scandinavia, is special.

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a) What is Scotland's countryside like?

b) Why do people in Scotland think they are different from the English?

2. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? 

a) The only good time to go to Scotland is in summer.

b) There is a variety of places to stay in Scotland.

3.  Choose a, b, or c, in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 

1. Scotland is...

a) full of lively towns and cities.

b) similar to many other countries in Europe.

c) as impressive as postcards suggest.

2. In Scotland, tourists...

a) are always alone in the country.

b) can easily get away from crowds and traffic.

c) get trapped in popular beauty spots.

3. When you say that Scotland is like England, the Scottish...

a) feel insulted.

b) cause offence.

c) are amused.

4. Scotland...

a) was dominated by England for seven hundred years.

b) dominated England for seven hundred years.

c. kept out English invaders for seven hundred years.

Alternative Medicine

    Alternative medicine is, by definition, an alternative to something else: modern, Western medicine. But the term ‘alternative’ can be misleading, even off-putting for some people. 

     Few practitioners of homeopathy, acupuncture, herbalism and the like regard their therapies as complete substitutes for modern medicine. Rather, they consider their disciplines as supplementary to orthodox medicine.

    The problem is that many doctors refuse even to recognize ‘natural’ or alternative medicine, lo do so calls for a radically different view of health, illness and cure. But whatever doctors may think, the demand for alternative forms of medical therapy is stronger than ever before, as the limitations of modern medical science become more widely understood.

    Alternative therapies are often dismissed by orthodox medicine because they are sometimes administered by people with no formal medical training. But, in comparison with many traditional therapies, western medicine as we know it today is a very recent phenomenon. Until only 150 years ago, herbal medicine and simple inorganic compounds were the most effective treatments available.

    Despite the medical establishment’s intolerant attitude, alternative therapies are being accepted by more and more doctors, and the World Health Organization has agreed to promote the integration of proven, valuable, ‘alternative’ knowledge and skills in western medicine.

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a) Why is the term ‘alternative’ not entirely appropriate when applied to medicine?

b) Why are alternative therapies often rejected by conventional doctors?

2. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? 

a) Nowadays, more and more people are asking for alternative medicine.

b) Herbal medicine has been the most effective treatment available for 50 years.

3.  Choose a, b, or c, in each question below. Only one choice is 
1. Few practitioners of alternative medicine

a) consider their therapies to he complete replacements for modern medicine.

b) reject the term ‘alternative’.

c) refuse to recognize alternative medicine.

2. Alternative therapies

a) are well regarded by the medical establishment.

b) are integrated into western medicine nowadays.

c) are becoming more popular with many doctors.

3. Western medicine

a) has existed for a comparatively short time.

b) is based on many traditional therapies.

c) is practised by people with no formal medical training

4. The World Health Organization

a) has an intolerant attitude towards alternative therapies.

b) agrees with all alternative medicine.

e) will support effective traditional knowledge and skills.

The Clerk 
    A young lady who was on holiday in Brighton went into a bank to collect some money which had been sent there for her from the town in which she lived. 
    The clerk in the Brighton bank did not know her, so he said “What proof have you got that you are really the lady who should collect this money?” 
    The young lady looked worried for a few moments and said, “I don’t think I‘ve brought any proof with me,” but then she suddenly looked happy again. She opened her bag, took a photograph of herself out of it and showed it to the clerk. “Here’s something,” she said. 
    The clerk looked at the photograph carefully and then looked at the young lady. “Yes, that’s you,” he said, and paid the money to her without any more trouble. 

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a. Where did the young lady have to collect her money from? 

b. Why did the bank clerk want her to show proof that she was the one whom the money was for? 

2. Are the following statements True or False? 

a. The girl proved that she should have the money. _______
b. The girl was from Brighton. ________
3.  Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 

1. The girl on holidays 

a. needed some money. 
b. didn’t need any money. 
c. had lost some money.

2. The clerk wanted the girl 

          a. to ask her if she was cheating. 
b. to prove him that she was not cheating. 
c. to prove him that she was cheating. 

3. We know that the girl had 

          a. one picture of herself in her bag. 
b. several pictures of herself in her bag. 
b. no pictures of herself in her bag. 

4.The clerk was 

           a. a clever man 
b. an intelligent man. 

         c. a silly man
A Son Writes...

     Last week I asked my Mum if I could go to a rock festival. `No', she said, `the music will be too loud ... there'll be crowds of people ... you won't know anybody ...'. These excuses were so lame I decided there was some other secret reason why she didn't want me to go. After all, this is the first time my mum has ever shown any concern about the dangers of loud music.

    I think the real reason Mum is worried about my going to the festival is that my friends and I will have to survive by ourselves for a couple of days. This might not sound like much of a challenge, but surviving means preparing food as well as eating it, putting tents up as well as sleeping in them...

     Mum has obviously realized that if I went to the festival I would soon find out how totally dependent on her I am. And once I realized how incapable I am of surviving on my own, I would never leave home again. Then Mum would have a pathetic teenager / adult under her feet for the rest of her life.

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a) Why did the son find it difficult to believe the excuses that his mum gave him?

b) What does he think she is really worried about?

2. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? 

a) The mother doesn't like music festivals.

b) If the son had gone to the festival, he would have slept in a youth hostel.

3. Choose a, b, or c, in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 

1. According to the writer, his mother refused to let him go to the festival because ...

a) she knew something secret about the festival.

b) she wanted to go with him but she couldn't.

c) she imagined the future consequences of letting him go.

2. The son wanted to go to the festival for...

a) two days with his friends.

b) two days alone.

c) a couple of weekends.

3. The mother realized that ...

a) she was very dependent on her son.

b) her son would leave home.

c) her son would realize how difficult life without her would be.

4. The mother seems not to want ...

a) her son to leave home.

b) her son to become a pathetic person forever.

c) to become a pathetic adult herself.

Stevenson

    Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh in 1850. The son of a prosperous civil engineer, he chose to study law rather than follow the family profession. Stevenson's relations with his parents were far from cordial, due to his intense dislike of the Presbyterian respectability of the professional classes.

    When he was still a young man, he contracted a respiratory disease which was to plague him for the rest of his life. It was at this time, in his early twenties, that he decided to become a professional writer. The Scottish climate, however, did nothing to help his delicate condition, and after long periods abroad, he finally settled in Samoa.

    Stevenson's Calvinistic background led him to inquire more deeply into the question of predestination and the power of evil, as, for example, in Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, the classic tale of dual personalities.

     Stevenson is just as well-known for his adventure stories, the most famous being Treasure Island (1883). He was, above all, a gifted story-teller who helped to fashion the novel of action as we know it today.

    At the time of his death in 1894, Stevenson was working on his unfinished masterpiece, Weir of Hermiston.

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a) What aspect of Stevenson's early life in Scotland influenced his ideas?

b) What was Stevenson's contribution to literature?

2. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? 

a) Stevenson was almost thirty when he made the choice to become a writer.

b) He could not finish Weir of Hermiston because he got a serious illness when he was writing it.

3. Choose a, b or c, in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 

1. Stevenson stayed out of Scotland for long periods...

a) and eventually made his home in Samoa.

b) but finally died in Edinburgh.

c) because he wanted to change his working conditions.

2. Stevenson studied law at university...

a) although he wanted to become a civil engineer.

b) because he disapproved of his father's profession.

c) although he started writing seriously a few years later.

3. His relations with his parents were...

a) affectionate, but not as far as religious ideas were concerned.

b) very good.

c) troubled.

4. He had a special talent ...

a) for telling stories.

b) for writing psychological novels.

c) for exploring predestination.

Funny Professor

     Mr Jones woke early one morning, before the sun had risen. It was a beautiful morning, so he went to the window and looked out. He was surprised to see a neatly dressed, middle-aged professor, who worked in the university just up the road from Mr Jones’s house, coming from the direction of the town. He had grey hair and thick glasses, and was carrying an umbrella, a morning newspaper and a bag. Mr Jones thought that he must have arrived by the night train and decided to walk to the university instead of taking a taxi. 
    Mr Jones had a big tree in his garden, and the children had tied a long rope to one of its branches, so that they could swing on it. 
    Mr Jones was surprised to see the professor stop when he saw the rope, and look carefully up and down the road. When he saw that there was nobody in sight, he stepped into the garden (there was no fence), put his umbrella, newspaper, bag and hat neatly on the grass and took hold of the rope. He pulled it hard to see whether it was strong enough to take his weight, then ran as fast as he could and swung into the air on the end of the rope, his grey hair blowing all around his face. Backwards and forwards he swung, occasionally taking a few more running steps on the grass when the rope began to swing too slowly for him. 
    At last the professor stopped, straightened his tie, combed his hair carefully, put on his hat, picked up his umbrella, newspaper and bag, and continued on his way to the university, looking as quiet and correct and respectable as one would expect a professor to be. 

1. Answer the following questions using your own words but taking into account the information in the text. 
a. When Mr Jones looked out of the window, what did he see? 

b. What had happened to the tree that Mr Jones had in the garden? 

2. Are the following statements true or false? 
a. When Mr Jones woke up, it was still dark._____ 

b. Mr Jones’s garden was protected by a fence._____ 

c. The professor was carrying an umbrella because it was raining.

4. Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 
1. The university was 

a. near Mr Jones’s house. 
b. far from Mr Jones’s house. 
c. next to Mr Jones’s house. 
2. The professor stopped by the rope because 

a. he thought that it was dangerous for the children. 
b. he wanted to untie it from the tree. 
c. he wanted to play with it. 
3. The professor pulled the rope because he wanted to check that 

a. it was safely tied to the tree. 
b. it could hold him before swinging on it. 
          c. he was sure he would break it
 Why Physical Activity Is Important For You

    People need to be active to be healthy. Our modern lifestyle and all the conveniences we've become used to have made us sedentary - and that's dangerous for our health. Sitting around in front of the TV or the computer, riding in the car for even a short trip to the store and using elevators instead of stairs or ramps all contribute to our inactivity. Physical inactivity is as dangerous to our health as smoking!

    Add up your activities during the day in periods of at least 10 minutes each. Start slowly ... and build up. If you're already doing some light activities move up to more moderate ones. A little is good, but more is better if you want to achieve health benefits.

    Scientists say accumulate 60 minutes of physical activity every day to stay healthy or improve your health. Time needed depends on effort - as you progress to moderate activities, you can cut down to thirty minutes, four days a week.

     Physical activity doesn't have to be very hard to improve your health. This goal can be reached by building physical activities into your daily routine. Just add up in periods of at least ten minutes each throughout the day. After three months of regular physical activity, you will notice a difference - people often say getting started is the hardest part.

I. Answer the following questions using your own words 

a. Why is physical activity so important for people?

b. How can you include physical activity in your life?

II. Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? 

a. Smoking is less dangerous than physical inactivity.____
b. You do not need more than sixty minutes a day to be fit.____
III. Choose a, b, or c, in each question below. Only one choice is correct 

1. Nowadays people...

a) are less active than in the past.

b) are more active than in the past.

c) are as sedentary as they used to be.

2. Time needed for physical activity depends on...

a) health

b) effort

c) money

3. You can improve your health...

a) integrating physical activity into your timetable.

b) eating less and less during short periods of time.

c) relaxing and keeping cool.

4. People say that...

a) they do not have time for physical activity.

b) getting into physical activity is the most difficult part.

c) getting into physical activity is not so difficult.
The Wise Woman’s Stone

    A wise woman who was travelling in the mountains found a precious stone in a stream. The next day she met another traveller who was hungry, and the wise woman opened her bag to share her food. The hungry traveller saw the precious stone in the wise woman’s bag, admired it, and asked the wise woman to give it to him. The wise woman did so without hesitation.

    The traveller left, rejoicing in his good fortune. He knew the jewel was worth enough to give him security for the rest of his life.

    But a few days later he came back, searching for the wise woman. When he found her, he returned the stone and said, “I have been thinking. I know how valuable this stone is, but I give it back to you in the hope that you can give me something much more precious. If you can, give me what you have within you that enabled you to give me the stone.”

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. 

a) Why did the traveller give the stone back to the woman?

b) Why did the woman share the food with the man?

2. Are the following statements true or false? 

a) The stone did not have much value. ____
b) The woman was mean. ____
3.  Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct. 

1. The man saw the precious stone in

a) the woman’s hand.

b) one of the woman’s pocket.

c) the woman’s bag.

2. The woman

a) gave the man the stone.

b) lent the man the stone.

c) borrowed the stone from the man.

3. The man

a) gave the stone back to the woman because it was worthless.

b) gave the stone back to the woman because he wanted to have the same good feelings.

c) did not give the stone back to the woman.

4. The woman found the stone
a) inside a cave in the mountains.

b) in the mountains.

c) in a stream running do
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